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Brief Background: Canada launched an international education strategy in 

2014 that aims to increase the number of international students in Canada 

to 450,000 by 2022. Attracting international students, creating bilateral 

research agreements, and enriching learning opportunities in the classroom 

remain the cornerstone of Canada’s international education goals. 

&DQDGD·V�����SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�QRQSURÀW�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RIIHU�PRUH�WKDQ�
15,000 undergraduate and post-graduate programs, as well as professional 

GHVLJQDWLRQV��FHUWLÀFDWH�DQG�GLSORPD�FRXUVHV��DQG�VKRUW�FDUHHU�IRFXVHG�
programs. Canadian institutions, known for their cutting-edge technology 

and research labs, provide opportunities for cooperative education, known as 

co-ops, and internships. Many of the well-known universities in Canada are 

located in large metropolitan areas, but there are many excellent universities 

that do not have urban campuses and are similar to US liberal arts colleges. 

Three Canadian universities—McGill University, University of Toronto, and 

University of British Columbia—rank among the top 50 in the 2015–16 46�
:RUOG�8QLYHUVLW\�5DQNLQJV, with many other universities ranking high on QS 

SURJUDP�VSHFLÀF�UDQNLQJV��

Canada’s higher education options also include more than 150 public 

colleges, similar to US community colleges, and polytechnic institutes of 

technology. Colleges and polytechnics provide a variety of credentials 

LQFOXGLQJ�FHUWLÀFDWHV��GLSORPDV��DQG�DFDGHPLF�DQG�DSSOLHG�GHJUHHV��
Together, they offer more than 8,000 programs. Some colleges have transfer 

agreements with universities and can provide an alternate pathway to a top-

ranking Canadian university. 

Education is under the legislative jurisdiction of provinces and territories but 

the basic structures are similar across the country.

Good to Know: A degree from a Canadian university can typically be 

completed in four years and is considered equivalent to an American 

TXDOLÀFDWLRQ��$�&DQDGLDQ�GHJUHH�FDQ�OHDG�WR�ZRUN�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�&DQDGD��
the US, and around the world. 

Co-op experiences are a hallmark of many Canadian degree programs. 

Co-ops involve alternating periods of academic study with periods of 

work. Through 59 Canadian universities, polytechnics, and colleges, more 

WKDQ�������FR�RS�SURJUDPV�DUH�RIIHUHG�LQ�ÀHOGV�DV�GLYHUVH�DV�EXVLQHVV��
government, and social services. In many arrangements, students are paid 

for their work. Upon completion, a student can expect to receive a university 

degree/polytechnic diploma and have gained a year or more of work 

H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�ÀHOG�RI�VWXG\��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�FR�RS�
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SURJUDPV�LQFUHDVH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�D�GHJUHH�GLSORPD�SURJUDP�WR�ÀYH�\HDUV��
0DQ\�&DQDGLDQ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�FROOHJHV�KDYH�RIÀFHV�GHGLFDWHG�VROHO\�WR�
ÀQGLQJ�DQG�SUHSDULQJ�VWXGHQWV�IRU�FR�RS�SODFHPHQWV��5HOHYDQW�LQWHUQVKLSV�
may also be available and can be completed for pay or academic credit.

A large number of Canadian universities are located within 100 miles of 
the US border, offering a convenient option for US students who want an 
international degree that is not too far away. 

Academic Calendar: Most universities and colleges run from early 
September until the end of April or early May, but there is no national 
standard. The academic year is typically split into two terms running 
September to December and January to April. Some universities utilize a 
trimester system, providing full courses in the summer. 

Search: 7KH�RIÀFLDO�VWXG\�LQ�&DQDGD�SRUWDO��ZZZ�HGXFDQDGD�FD, includes 
D�SURJUDP�ÀQGHU��FRVW�FDOFXODWRU��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�YLVDV��DQG�OLQNV�WR�
institutional websites. The Canadian Information Centre for International 
Credentials, www.cicic.ca, provides an online directory of universities, 
colleges, and schools that are recognized and authorized by Canada’s 
provinces and territories. It also includes information on foreign credential 
HYDOXDWLRQV�DQG�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ��$QRWKHU�UHVRXUFH�LV�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RI�
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada: ZZZ�FLF�JF�FD�HQJOLVK�VWXG\�
LQGH[�DVS. It offers information on study permits, visas, and work permits. 

Apply: Students interested in applying to a Canadian institution are 
DGYLVHG�WR�YLVLW�WKH�DGPLVVLRQ�ZHEVLWH�DW�WKHLU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�V��RI�FKRLFH�WR�ÀQG�
detailed information about program options, the application process, and 
application forms. 

Some provinces have established a centralized, electronic application 
process for admission to their institutions:

Alberta—ApplyAlberta: Alberta Post-Secondary Application System   
(ZZZ�DSSO\DOEHUWD�FD) 

British Columbia—ApplyBC: BC Post-Secondary Application Service  
(ZZZ�DSSO\EF�FD)
Ontario—Ontario Universities’ Application Centre (ZZZ�RXDF�RQ�FD) and 
Ontario Colleges Application Services (www.ontariocolleges.ca)
Nova Scotia—MyNSFuture (KWWSV���ZZZ�P\QVIXWXUH�FD)

And, for general information about studying in Quebec: KWWS���ZZZ�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�JRXY�TF�FD�HQ�JHQHUDO�HWXGLHU 

Depending on the university, students may apply either directly to their 
intended program or to the larger IDFXOW\ (i.e. school) with the expectation 
that they will declare their major in their second or third year. Most Canadian 
universities allow students to apply to two programs or faculties and 
students can be accepted by more than one program or faculty.

After a student has applied to a university or college, he or she will receive 
an email acknowledging receipt of the application and requesting any 
additional documents. The email will also usually contain a personal 
VWXGHQW�QXPEHU�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�DIÀ[HG�WR�DOO�GRFXPHQWV�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�
institution thereafter. 

“My decision to earn my degree abroad was partially a matter 
of cost, and partially wanting to discover what else was out 
there. . . I was very grateful for the amount of diversity present 
in Montreal. [And, there are] many inexpensive ways to be a 
student in Montreal—rent is cheap, food is reasonable, health 
care is free. !ere’s a lot to love.” 

 —-Sophia Metcalf, New Jersey (McGill University, third-year 
student studying Music and English, Drama and !eatre)

6WXGHQWV�SODQQLQJ�WR�HQUROO�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW��IDOO��VHPHVWHU�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DSSO\�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RU�ZLQWHU�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�
**Students planning to enroll in the second (spring) semester are encouraged to apply several months in advance.

January
Second (spring) 

semester begins**

April/May
Second (spring) 
semester ends

May 1
Most universities notify US 
applicants of acceptance 

before this date

September
First (fall) semester 

begins*

December
First (fall) 

semester ends

Photo courtesy of Sophia

http://www.educanada.ca
http://www.cicic.ca
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/index.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/index.asp
http://www.applyalberta.ca
http://www.applybc.ca
http://www.ouac.on.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
https://www.mynsfuture.ca
http://www.international.gouv.qc.ca/en/general/etudier
http://www.international.gouv.qc.ca/en/general/etudier
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Deadlines: Application deadlines vary by institution. Students planning to 
enroll in the fall semester are encouraged to apply in the fall or winter of the 
previous year. Students planning to enroll in the semester that begins in 
January are encouraged to apply several months in advance. 

Application fees: Fees range from 100 to 250 Canadian dollars. 

Admission Requirements: For many schools and programs, admission is 
based almost entirely on academic grades earned in high school, generally 
grade 12. Some institutions, however, consider grade 10 and 11 marks 
DV�ZHOO��,I�FRXUVH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�IXOÀOOHG��D�VWXGHQW�PD\�QRW�
be accepted. Applicants should keep in mind that high school curricula 
in Canada and the United States are similar but not identical, which can 
SRWHQWLDOO\�FUHDWH�FRQIXVLRQ�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�D�VWXGHQW�KDV�VDWLVÀHG�FHUWDLQ�
requirements. An example of this is how core science classes are taught. 

Some Canadian universities require SAT or ACT test scores in addition to a 
US high school diploma. Some may require SAT Subject tests, depending on 
the program. Scores can be sent directly to the Canadian institution. 

IB students can apply with their transcript and IB predicted scores without 
having to take the SAT or the ACT. 

Many Canadian universities accept AP and IB exam scores for academic 
FUHGLW�RU�SODFHPHQW��,QIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VSHFLÀF�SROLFLHV�VKRXOG�EH�REWDLQHG�
IURP�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ·V�DGPLVVLRQ�RIÀFH��

An increasing number of highly selective programs (often business, 
HQJLQHHULQJ��ÀQH�DUWV��DQG�RWKHU�PDMRUV�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�HQUROOPHQW��UHTXLUH�
DGGLWLRQDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�FRPSRQHQWV��VXFK�DV�D�SHUVRQDO�SURÀOH�RU�D�VKRUW�
HVVD\��3HUVRQDO�SURÀOHV�JLYH�WKH�VWXGHQW�D�FKDQFH�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKHLU�
background, share non-academic leadership experience and other qualities, 
and demonstrate interest and understanding of the program they hope to 
enter. This information may play an important role in admission decisions. 
In some cases, students might be asked to upload a video response to a 
randomly generated question as part of the application process.

Ethnicity/race, legacy, and advancement potential are not permitted as 
factors in admission decisions.

Upon Acceptance: Institutions typically operate on a rolling admission 
basis. Once the university or college receives a student’s application form 
and all supporting documents, they will evaluate the application and may 
issue an offer of admission or an early conditional offer of admission, which 
is often contingent on forthcoming grades or exam results. There is no 
VSHFLÀF�GDWH�E\�ZKLFK�DSSOLFDQWV�ZLOO�EH�QRWLÀHG�RI�WKHLU�DGPLVVLRQ�GHFLVLRQ��
though most institutions work to notify US applicants before May 1. 

Tuition and Fees: International student tuition at Canadian universities 
ranges from CA$7,000 to CA$29,000 per year, depending on the program. 
Tuition at Canadian colleges range from CA$5,000 to CA$15,000 per year. 

Factoring in tuition, fees, books, housing, groceries, public transportation, 
and miscellaneous expenses, estimated costs for a school year in Canada 
range between CA$15,000 and CA$40,000. The EduCanada website enables 
students to determine a rough estimate of tuition, food, and housing based 
on the program and institution, where they are coming from, and whether 
any dependents will be staying with them (KWWS���HGXFDQDGD�FD�VWXG\�HWXGHV�
VWHS�HWDSH�DVS["ODQJ HQJ). 

Nearly 70 higher education institutions in Canada accept US federal  
student loans. 

Some information about scholarship programs for international students in 
Canada can be found at ZZZ�VFKRODUVKLSV�JF�FD. Another resource KWWS���
ZZZ�NLOODPIHOORZVKLSV�FRP�, is a program managed by Fulbright Canada. 
Scholarship and award options for international undergraduates vary greatly 
by institution. Some relatively small athletic scholarships (CA$3,000 to 
CA$4,000) are also available. Generally student-athletes must meet certain 
academic expectations, in addition to possessing athletic talent, to qualify 
for these scholarships.

Housing: Most colleges and universities offer housing near or on campus. 
Dormitories vary but generally feature a shared kitchen, bathroom, 

QUEBEC SYSTEM

Quebec follows a di!erent educational system than the other provinces. 
Secondary students in Quebec "nish their education at grade 11, not 
12. As such, students have the option to pursue a CEGEP program that 
prepares them for university admission (similar to grade 12 elsewhere in 
Canada). #is is also why Quebec university programs for local students 
are three years instead of four, relative to other provinces in Canada. 

High performing international students with AP or IB credits may be 
eligible to enter the university system in Quebec in sophomore stand-
ing, whereas students from outside Quebec who haven’t completed 
such coursework may have to enroll in a full four-year program. Each 
university has its own policies governing international admission and 
recognition of credits.

http://educanada.ca/study-etudes/step-etape.aspx?lang=eng
http://educanada.ca/study-etudes/step-etape.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.scholarships.gc.ca
http://www.killamfellowships.com/
http://www.killamfellowships.com/
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and laundry facilities. Most university housing also provides required 
or optional meal plans. Many international students in Canada choose 
WR�VWD\�RQ�FDPSXV�GXULQJ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�\HDU�EHIRUH�PRYLQJ�
WR�SULYDWH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV��6RPH�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�VHUYLFH�RIÀFHV�
maintain lists of recommended house or apartment rentals nearby; 
however, rental agreements are transacted solely between the student 
and the property owner. 

Students can expect to pay CA$400 to CA$1,500 per month for rent 
depending on the city, neighborhood, and number of roommates. 

Visas and Other Permits: American citizens travelling with US passports are 
eligible to apply for a study permit at a port of entry to Canada. Ports of entry 
are located at major airports and border crossings. Alternatively, students 
can apply for a study permit while still outside Canada, either online or in 
SHUVRQ��DW�WKH�YLVD�RIÀFHV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�86��0RUH�GHWDLOV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�
at ZZZ�FLF�JF�FD�HQJOLVK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RIÀFHV�YDF�DVS. 

Note that students enrolling in Quebec institutions for programs of six 
PRQWKV�RU�PRUH�PXVW�REWDLQ�WKH�&HUWLÀFDWH�RI�$FFHSWDQFH�IURP�4XHEHF�
(CAQ). For more information, visit: KWWS���ZZZ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�TXHEHF�JRXY�
TF�FD�HQ�LPPLJUDWH�VHWWOH�VWXGHQWV�LQGH[�KWPO�

The application fee for a study permit is CA$235. Three key documents are 
required: an acceptance letter from the Canadian institution, proof of identity 
�VXFK�DV�D�SDVVSRUW���DQG�SURRI�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�

A valid study permit also allows international students to work on- or off-
campus up to 20 hours per week while classes are in session and full-time 
during regularly scheduled academic breaks, such as spring break and 
winter and summer holidays. 

The Post-Graduation Work Permit Program allows students who have 
graduated from a participating Canadian institution to work in Canada for 
up to three years. Skilled Canadian work experience gained through this 
program helps graduates who wish to stay in Canada longer qualify for 
permanent residence through the Canadian Experience Class (CEC). 

More information on study permits and immigration procedures can be 
found at www.cic.gc.ca. 

Advice from the Field: General inquiries on study opportunities in Canada 
should be directed to contacts available at ZZZ�HGXFDQDGD�FD. 

Rankings such as those compiled by Maclean’s (KWWS���ZZZ�PDFOHDQV�
FD�HGXFDWLRQ�EHVW�RI�WKH�EHVW�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH������PDFOHDQV�XQLYHUVLW\�
UDQNLQJV/) and The Globe and Mail’s Canadian University Report (KWWS���ZZZ�
WKHJOREHDQGPDLO�FRP�IHDWXUHG�UHSRUWV�UHDG�WKH�ODWHVW�FDQDGLDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�

UHSRUW�DUWLFOH���������) can be helpful as students begin the process of 
choosing where to apply. Keep in mind that not all Canadian universities 
participate in such ventures. As is true of US universities, rankings only tell 
part of the story. 

High school grades are often used to determine admissibility to particular 
programs of study. Many institutions set a minimum standard of academic 
achievement or publish the cut-off from the prior admission cycle. This gives 
students more clarity on their chances of admission and can be very helpful 
in alleviating student anxiety.

“It’s a bit confusing when you begin the [application] process, 
simply because it’s hard to understand what things are needed 
when studying in a di!erent country (Do I need a study permit? 
Do I need a work permit? etc.). Prepare early. Study permits, 
work permits, health insurance, "ights, etc—these all take time, 
and it’s important to think carefully about each step, know what 
you have to do, and how much it will cost you.” 

 —-Sophia Metcalf, New Jersey (McGill University, third-year 
student studying Music and English, Drama and !eatre)

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/offices/vac.asp
http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/immigrate-settle/students/index.html
http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/immigrate-settle/students/index.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca
http://www.educanada.ca
http://www.macleans.ca/education/best-of-the-best-introducing-the-2016-macleans-university-rankings/
http://www.macleans.ca/education/best-of-the-best-introducing-the-2016-macleans-university-rankings/
http://www.macleans.ca/education/best-of-the-best-introducing-the-2016-macleans-university-rankings/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/featured-reports/read-the-latest-canadian-university-report/article26924086/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/featured-reports/read-the-latest-canadian-university-report/article26924086/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/featured-reports/read-the-latest-canadian-university-report/article26924086/
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›  850 courses & over 50 programs  
›  Classes start every month  
›  No admission requirements  
›  Online, flexible & self-paced 

Athabasca University is accredited with the 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education.

›  Mark Twain:
Repartee Radical

open. online. everywhere.
go.athabascau.ca/counseling

http://go.athabascau.ca/counseling
http://ubishops.ca


http://you.ubc.ca/nacac


Our new purpose-built campus will be at the 
heart of Vancouver’s creative hub. // Fall 2017 

!rough study, research and studio-based practice 

we develop creative citizens of art, design + media, 

known throughout the world as exceptional people, 

problem solvers and leaders, with impressive agility, 

influence and employability across disciplines, locally 

and internationally.

WE’RE O N TH E M OVE! 
Applications open September 15.

Emily Carr University is a fully 
accredited member of AICAD 
and Universities Canada.

http://ecuad.ca
http://www.studyincanada.ualberta.ca


Canada’s oldest English-speaking & most entrepreneurial university*  

Leading discovery and innovation in Canada since 1785. UNB.ca  
*Start-Up Canada 2014

http://unb.ca
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A Waterloo education 
gives you much more  
than a degree

At Waterloo, we’ll provide a supportive environment to help you adjust to life 

on campus. We’ll teach you how to put theory into practice. And we’ll help 

you gain the real-world experience that employers want.

Learn to succeed in the classroom and the workplace at Canada’s most 

innovative university.

CEOS AND CORPORATE  
RECRUITERS RATE 

WATERLOO #1 FOR  
CAREER PREPARATION  
– THE GLOBE AND MAIL

COMPLETE AS MANY AS 

6 PAID INTERNSHIPS 
WHILE COMPLETING 
YOUR DEGREE
$35K-$75K TOTAL EARNINGS

25TH  
IN THE WORLD IN THE  

QS GRADUATE  
EMPLOYABILITY  
RANKINGS 2016

ideas 

http://www.nacacnet.org/career-center
http://uwaterloo.ca/findoutmore


NACAC CAREER CENTER
BROWSE JOBS, BUILD YOUR PROFILE,
AND VISIT THE LEARNING CENTER

:KHWKHU�\RX·UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�
QHZ�MRE�RU�UHDG\�WR�WDNH�
WKH�QH[W�VWHS�LQ�\RXU�FDUHHU��
ZH·OO�KHOS�\RX�ÀQG�WKH�

RSSRUWXQLW\�WKDW·V�ULJKW�IRU�\RX�
www.nacacnet.org/career-center

http://www.nacacnet.org/career-center
http://www.nacacnet.org/career-center
http://www.nacacnet.org

